
State Level Webinar on 

History from the Margins  

Organised by 

 Department of History 

 Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College  

Moraghat, P.O. Binnaguri, Dist- Jalpaiguri, Pin-735203, West Bengal 

Date: 18th September (Friday), 2020; Time: 3.00pm-5:00 pm (IST) 

Speakers 

                              

 

 

 

 Dr. Nikhilesh Bhattacharya                   Our Patron          Dr. Deepa Khakha 

     Assistant Professor in English,                                                                                                 Assistant Professor in History    

          Birpara College,Birpara                Presidency University, Kolkata 

 
        

          

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

      Dr. Navras J. Aafreedi                      Mr. Kishan Harijan 
    Assistant Professor in History,                      Assistant Professor in History,  

    Presidency University, Kolkata                                                                                      Presidency University, Kolkata 

Dr. S.M. Rakibuz Zaman 
Officer-in-Charge, 

Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College 

Conveners 

 

 

  
  

 

Udai Kumar Shaw,        Sujan Das,          Binoy Dey, 

Assistant Professor in History,  Assistant Professor in History,  Assistant Professor in History, 

    BKOHGC         BKOHGC           BKOHGC 

Register at (Registration is free) 

https://forms.gle/jPK7qQwg48ezjTzo7 

➢ Last date for registration: September 17, 2020. 

➢ Webinar Platform: Google Meet. Google Meet link will be shared in due time through e-mail. 

➢ Certificates will be sent to registered email ID within September 30, 2020. 

➢ Email: bkohgc.hist@gmail.com 

https://forms.gle/jPK7qQwg48ezjTzo7
mailto:bkohgc.hist@gmail.com


Programme Schedule   
September 18, 2020 (Friday) 

3:00-3:10 pm: Welcome Address 

 

   Dr. S.M. Rakibuz Zaman 
Officer-in-Charge,  

Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College 

 

3:10-3:20 pm:  Introduction to the theme of Webinar by 

 

  Mr. Udai Kumar Shaw 
  Assistant Professor in History 

  Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College 

 

3:20-3:40 pm: "Hockey in Chhota Nagpur: The Curious Consequences of  

Colonialism and Christianisation"       

 

  Dr. Nikhilesh Bhattacharya 
  Assistant Professor,   

  Department of English, Birpara College 

 

3:40-4:00 pm: Unheard Saga of Baloo Palwankar- a National hero in Cricket 

 

Mr. Kishan Harijan  
  Assistant Professor in History,  

Presidency University, Kolkata 

 

4:00-4:20 pm: Tribal people and their Voices: Some reflections on the Pathalgadi Movement    

 

Dr.Deepa Khakha 
Assistant Professor in History,  

Presidency University, Kolkata 

 

4:20-4:40 pm: The Marginalization of Jews in India 

 

  Dr. Navras J. Aafreedi 
Assistant Professor in History,  

Presidency University, Kolkata 

 

4:40-4:50 pm: Question-Answer Session to be conducted by 

  

  Mr. Binoy Dey 
  Assistant Professor in History 

  Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College 

 

4:50-5:00 pm: Vote of Thanks 

 

  Mr. Sujan Das 
  Assistant Professor in History 

  Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College 



 

Concept Note 
 

Banarhat Kartik Oraon Hindi Government College is the first Hindi Medium College of North-East 

India! The foundation of this college is particularly important step towards the educational development of 

this region. One would wonder that why the first Hindi college of the state of West Bengal has been opened 

in the Dooars region, far from the metropolitan centre of the West Bengal. The answer lies in the fact that 

the main aim of this college is to uplift the educational level of the Dooars region. The region is a mosaic of 

the ethnic diversity. The college was founded in 2014 and it was later renamed as Banarhat Kartik Oraon 

Hindi Government College to emphasise the main objective of this college, i.e. to cater to the needs of the 

marginalised section of the society. Like the whole of India, the Adivasi community of the Dooars is the 

most marginalised section of the society. The college is named after Kartik Oraon, the champion of rights 

of Adivasis in India. Since Dooars and Banarhat are not exactly at the centre of the universe so we want to 

study the marginal voices of History. Recovering the marginal voices of history is the main objective of 

Subaltern Studies. The topic of studying the marginal voices of history has become more relevant in the 

situation of COVID-19 pandemic. The marginal sections of society are seeming to be more vulnerable in the 

current pandemic. The theme of writing the history of the marginal section of the society is becoming more 

relevant in economically backward region of Dooars. The speakers in this Webinar will explore those areas 

of history which are marginalised in the mainstream writings.  

The topic, sports, is marginal area of interest within the discipline of history. The researcher, 

Nikhilesh Bhattacharya, is not a trained historian but a student of literature with a late-found interest in the 

subject. His lecture on the topic: "Hockey in Chhota Nagpur: The Curious Consequences of Colonialism and 

Christianisation", will start with the story of Jaipal Singh, an aspiring ICS officer from the Munda tribal 

community who became the captain of the British India hockey team in its maiden appearance in the Olympic 

Games in Amsterdam in 1928. It will go on to examine if Jaipal Singh was simply an outlier or whether there 

is more to his story than meets the eye before going on to explore the mostly forgotten history of hockey in 

the Chhota Nagpur region from the last decade of the nineteenth century to the first two decades of the 

twentieth.  

Jews are a highly marginalized section of Indian society. Their marginalization occurs at many levels 

and takes many forms. There are several factors responsible for it, but the most important is their numerical 

insignificance. They have been resident in India for centuries, yet it is only recently that they have officially 

been accorded the status of a religious minority in Maharashtra. They hardly ever find mention in any official 

narrative, and even if there is any, it is only to underscore the alleged tolerance of Indian (read Hindu) 

society, where they could live in peace for centuries unlike anywhere else in the world. The presentation 

would be an analysis of the marginalization of Jews in India and their pressures of self-preservation.  

The Pathalgadi movement was seen in several tribal areas of India and has been highlighted by the 

media in the recent past. It has been dubbed famously as anti-constitutional among other. This presentation 

would attempt to discuss that the Pathalgadi, rather than being a struggle against the government, highlighted 



a much more crucial issue of survival and existence of the tribals. Forest and forest lands have always been 

central to the existence of indigenous people and which is also recognized by the Government since long. 

The Pathalgadi movement stood out for its distinct form of response to the challanges of land alienation.  

This opens scope for studying the long past of both the problem as well as the response so as to have a more 

clear understanding of the voices of tribal people today.  

People’s history is frequently overlooked and understudied in Indian society. The historicity and 

issues of the downtrodden sections of the society is always neglected. Nonetheless, the legacies of the 

marginalised people or communities never highlighted. This presentation explores the nomenclature of 

People’s history from the spec of sports highlighting the forgotten chapter of Baloo Palwankar- an underrated 

Cricketer of colonial India. 

About the Speakers: 

Dr. Nikhilesh Bhattacharya teaches English in Birpara College in Alipurduar district of West 

Bengal. He has been a sports journalist and a researcher of physical cultures of Bengal. Nikhilesh did his 

PhD from the School of Cultural Texts and Records, Jadavpur University, on the role of the Anglo-Indian 

community in the history of Indian hockey. His doctoral research was supported by the Ryoichi Sasakawa 

Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (Sylff) and the IOC Olympic Studies Centre. 

Dr. Navras J. Aafreedi is an Assistant Professor of History at Presidency University, Kolkata, where 

he teaches a course each in Jewish History, Genocide Studies, Interfaith Relations and Minority Studies. He 

is the author of the monograph Jews, Judaizing Movements and the Traditions of Israelite Descent in South 

Asia (New Delhi, 2016), several papers in peer-reviewed journals and chapters in edited books published by 

prestigious international publishing houses. He has also published numerous articles and essays in quasi-

academic publications, leading newspapers, and popular media. Other than English, his writings have also 

appeared in German, Spanish and Urdu. He writes on Indo-Judaic Studies, Interfaith Relations, Antisemitism 

Studies, Genocide Studies and Jewish Literary History, with focus on South Asia. He has spoken at scholarly 

forums in all continents except South America, and held visiting fellowships at the universities of Oxford, 

Tel Aviv and Sydney, and at the Woolf Institute, Cambridge, UK. He received the degrees of PhD, MA, and 

BA from the University of Lucknow. He can be followed on Twitter, Academia.edu, Research Gate, and 

YouTube.  

Dr. Deepa Khakha is an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of History, Presidency University, Kolkata. 

She teaches Early Medieval, Medieval and Early Modern period of Indian history. She received her PhD 

from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her research interest pertains to socio-economic history, 

social and cultural history. 

Mr. Kishan Harijan is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History, Presidency University, 

Kolkata since April 2013. He pursued his doctoral research in the trade and commerce of Colonial Darjeeling 

hills (1861-1962) from the University of Visva-bharati, Santiniketan and submitted a year before. His 

specialization is Economic History of Modern India and area of interests are Trans-Himalayan Trade and 

Culture, Darjeeling Himalaya, South Asian Studies and Dalit Studies. He has presented research papers in 

several National and International Seminars and Conferences. He has also published papers in peer-reviewed 

journals and in few edited books. 


